
April 2, 2015 

Vince Gardina 

Director, DEPS 

111 W Chesapeake Ave, Rm 319 

Towson, MD 21204 

Re: Sediment Control Issues, 7753 Bradshaw Rd, Upper Falls 

Dear Vince, 

As you are certainly aware, I have taken part in many volunteer efforts to better the environment. 

I served on the CEQ in 2009 and 2010 and most recently was on the steering committee for the 

Lock Raven North SWAP. You staff is very dedicated and I appreciate what they are trying to 

do. 

At the same time, I been unable to get the County to correct a serious environment mess in 

Upper Falls just a mile from my house. At this RC5-zoned property, the owner has been 

operating a tree service business for years, and most of the 2.5 acre parcel is graded, dug up, 

disturbed by huge trucks, and piled with debris from trees cut in other places. (See aerial photo 

of the property taken by GoogleEarth one year ago. The building in the lower right is the Upper 

Falls Post Office.) 

The owner has created a second driveway from which mud and debris is often dragged out onto 

Bradshaw Rd. I filed a complaint with Public Works because of the apparent damage to the 

county road, but they deferred to PAI. 

I understand that sediment control enforcement has all been moved to PAI. Because of multiple 

complaints about other problems, a hearing was held last Fall and the owner has been given until 

June to correct a number of violations. These do not explicitly include the two environmental 

problems mentioned above. 

In addition, the owner is also operating an "outdoor wood burner", supposedly to heat the house 

(but apparently just to get rid of debris). The information I have from MDE is that these are 

illegal due to the smoke, but they refuse to take action. 

While your department is not responsible for sediment control violation inspection, I believe that 

a request from your department might get PAI to initiate additional action at this time, rather 

than waiting another 2 months to even begin attempting to stop the environment damage. 

Incidentally, there are no apparent actions being taken by the owner to correct those violations 

cited last Fall. In fact, it is getting worse. 

I would appreciate anything you could do to help the neighbors, many of whom have signed a 

petition to get this property cleaned up. 

Regards, 

Mike Pierce 

7448 Bradshaw Rd 

Kingsville, MD 21087 

410-817-4795 

cc: David Marks (via e-mail) 

 Greater Kingsville Civic Association 



 


